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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed to fulfill the duty of candor and good 
faith toward the Patent and Trademark Office, as required pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § L56. 

This document is not to be construed as a representation that a search to locate the most 
relevant information has been made, nor a representation that more pertinent information does not 
exist. 



Copies of the information listed on the attached PTO Form 1449 are provided herewith. 
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The identification of any information herein is not intended to be, and should not be 
understood as being, an admission that such information, in fact, constitutes "prior art" within the 
meaning of applicable law. The "prior art" status of any information is a matter to be resolved 
during prosecution. 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed prior to a first 
Office Action on the merits. It is not believed that any fee is required relating to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. If this is not the case, the Patent Office is hereby authorized 
to charge any related fee to Deposit Account No. 03-0172. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 4, 2004 
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Atty. Docket No.: 11694/04279 



Applicant: Whitmore., et al. 



Filing Date: July 14, 2003 



Serial No.: 10/604,351 



Examiner Unknown 
Group Art Unit 2632 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Initial* 




Document No. 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subcl. 


Filing Date 




AA 


3,400,891 


9/1986 


Mattwell 


239 


66 






AB 


4,456,983 


6/1984 


Schoonover 


367 


69 






AC 


4,481,503 


11/1984 


Lehman, et al. 


340 


58 






AD 


4,668,948 


5/1987 


Merkel 


340 


825 




« 


AE 


4,937,746 


6/1990 


Brundisini 


364 


420 






AF 


5,331,831 


7/1994 


Schneider 


72 


4 






AG 


5,347,453 


9/1994 


Maestre 


705 


2 






AH 


5,392,207 


2/1995 


Wilson, et al. 


700 


64 






AI 


5,495,961 


3/1996 


Maestre 


221 


3 






AJ 


5,504,693 


4/1996 


Elliott, et al 


364 


510 






AK 


5,926,176 


7/1999 


McMillan, et al. 


345 


764 






AL 


5,999,106 


12/1999 


Buckler 


340 


870.09 






AM 


6,176,391 


1/2001 


Rehkemper, et al. 


221 


8 






AN 


6,219,046 


4/2001 


Thomas, et al. 


345 


708 






AO 


6,326,962 


12/2001 


Szabo 


345 


762 






AP 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subcl. 


Translation? 




AQ 
















AR 
















AS 















OTHER PRIOR ART 





AT 






AU 






AV 




Examiner: 


Date Considered: 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformation with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
next communication to applicant. 
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